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FRIENDLY ADVICE, &c, 


Serious E nquiry recommended. 


Tur Author of this addreſs calls himſelf 
your Friend, becauſe he wiſhes you well, and 
would ſerve you to the utmoſt of his power. 
If he has not ſilver and gold, ſuch as he has, 
he freely g ves.—He has been taught himſelf 
that there are truths more valuable than e- 
ther, and he would fain teach you the ſame: 
for wiſdom is a defence, and money is a defence: 
but the excellency of knowledge is, that wiſcom 
giveth LIFE to them that have it*, 


J have an eaſy acceſs to many of thoſe 
whom you ſerve, and can remind them of 


* Eccl. vil. 12. 
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their duty privately, as well as from the pul- 

pit; but ſome of their ſervants I have no op- 
portunity of converſing with, and therefore, 
have compoſed the preſent little tract for 
your uſe, 


A Miniſter who rightly regards his ſitua- 
tion, feels an affection for every claſs of his 
people:—as the ſpiritual Parent of a large Fa- 
mily, he has a concern for every part of it:— 
and as the ſervant of him who made himſelf 
the ſervant of all, he cannot overlook thoſe 
who have a name fo like his own. 


But the ſervice I am endeavouring to 
render you will very much depend upon your 
being willing to be ſerved. —There are minds 
in ſo unhappy a ſtate that nothing ſerious or 
important can gain their attention. If they 
real at all, they either amuſe themſelves 
with trifles, or poiſon themſelves with traſh. 
Such will probably throw away this tract in 
contempt, if it ſhould fall into their hands. 
Should it, however, fall into the hand of one 
more thoughtful, I will endeavour that he ſhall 


be repaid for looking it over. 
I have 


121 

I ' ;ve been often encouraged when from 
the pulpit I have met a ſervant's attentive eye: 
when J have ſeen them liſtening to a profita- 
ble remark while waiting in the parlour: —l 
have been pleaſed to meet them at a bookſel- 
ler's, enquiring for ſome inſtructive publica- 
tion; and have been ready to ſay upon ſuch 
occaſions, Happy is the man (whatever be his 
Ration) that getteth underſtanding, for ſhe is a 
tree of life to them that ley hold upon her *. 


The fluggard is wiſer in his own eyes than ſe- 
ven men that can render a reaſon+ ; but the 
man of underſtanding will think and liſten :— 
he will ſeriouſly conſider the ſhortneſs of life, 


and how ſtupid and brutiſh it is to waſte it 


without improvement; much more ſo to {ink it 
in folly, ſenſuality, and vice; and inſtead of 
making proviſion for a happy immortality, 
only lay the ground for bitter repentance, 


Thinking perſons I ſay cannot but feel the 
weight of theſe conſiderations, and accord- 


Prov. iii, 13, 18. + Prov. xxvi. 16. 
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ingly they will liſten to ſuch hints as they 


meet with on the ſubject, and they will im- 
prove as they liſten.—In this temper, and in 
this way, ſome of the firſt characters for uſe- 
fulneſs and reſpectability have ariſen from 
among ſervants, agreeable to that ſcripture, a 
toiſe ſervant ſhall have rule over a ſon that 


cauſeth ſhame, and ſhall have part of the in- 
heritance among the brethren *. 


Turn your mind, therefore, to ſuch inſtruc- 
tion as Providence ſhall pleaſe to afford you 
in this or any other way.—It is from a ſmall 
ſeed dropt into the ground that the moſt uſe- 
ful and ornamental productions of the field 
and garden ariſe: and a ſingle hint has given 


' riſe to a train of thoughts which has formed a 
new character among men. 


And here let me add a caution, namely that 
you ſhould be careful not to ſlight any truth, be- 
cauſe ſome weak perſon may happen to hold it, 
or ſome bad character may chance to defend itz 
or becauſe it may be ſpoken to you in a wrong 


Prov. Xvii. 2. 


Ke temper, 
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temper, or at an improper ſeaſon.—lIt is poſſi- 
ble that theſe very hints may be put into your 
hand in away which tends to leſſen their good 
effect. But recollect that a guinea is exactly 
of the ſame value to you, in Whatever way it 
is preſented, —Regardleſs of the mind of the 
giver, you would ſay, © gold is gold! — now I 
only aſk that you would, in the ſame way, re- 
flet that Truth is Truth: and that Truth 
will ſerve you where Gold cannot Buy thou, 
therefore, the Truth, and ſell it not * on any ac- 
count whatever ;—ſtand by it, and it will 
ſtand by thee; for it is GREAT, and ſhall 
PREVAIL, 


* Prov. XXiti, 23- 
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CHAP. II. 


The Servant's Intereſt, 


A N all-wiſe Providence has appointed dif- 


. ferent ſtations, and made them dependent on 


each other; ſo that the EYE cannot ſay lo the 
HAND, I have no need of thee *. It has alſo 
made the happineſs of each member to depend 
on the regular performance of its own parti- 
cular office; ſo that the eye, while it directs 
the hand, ſhall, in return, receive protection 
from it. This mutual dependence is intended 
that there ſhould be no ſchiſm in the body; but 
that the members ſhould have the ſame care one 


for another t. 


Whatever, therefore, you meet with in 
this tract, which treats of what you owe to 
the happineſs of your employers, is by no 
means to be underſtood, as if the payment 
would leſſen your own ſtock of happineſs. I 
mean to ſhew rather that your intereſts are 
mutual, and that what promotes your maſter's 


1 Cor, xii. 21. + V. 25. 
comfort 
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comfort as truly increaſes your own. A fa- 
therly regard to your true intereſt ought ne- 
ver to be forgotten either by your Miniſter or 
Maſter ; both are bound to remember that they 
alſo have a Maſter in heaven, who has com- 
manded them to love their neighbour as them- 
felves* and to give unto their ſervants that 
which is juſt and equal +. + 


It is % and equal then that faithful ſervice 
ſhould meet with ſuitable protection and 
encouragement.— Neither the laws of God 
nor Man forbid your prudently ſecking relief 
under want, exceſſive labour, or injuries of 
any kind. —You are juſtified in quitting a 
place in which you cannot enjoy health, or 
obtain reaſonable ſupport and comfort. 
But prudence requires you to be cautious how 
you change your place merely for the ſake of 
greater wages. Many a ſervant has fold 
health, comfort and character, yea, the ſafety 
alſo of body and ſoul for a paltry conſidera- 
tion in money; and learned too late, that one 
place with ſmall wages, is often better (all 
things conſidered) than another with large. 


* Matt. Xxii. 39. f Col. iv. 1. Muck 
u 
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Much leſs, let a haſly word, or momentary 
vexation, throw you out of place.— This is 
acting more like a paſſionate child than a man. 
— Whatever you do in a paſſion, you will 


repent doing. — It is always fo!ly; often 
madueſi. . No government,“ ſays an able 
writer, & could ſubſiſt for a day, if ſingle er- 
&« rors could juſtify defection.“ And we may 
add, that ſuch as throw up their poſt for an 
error's ſake, will probably ſpend their lives in 
ſmarting for their raſhneſs. 


In wiſhing to change your place,. you 
ſhould recollect that every change will bring 
with it its own inconveniences and difficul- 
ties, and ſome that you will have no ſuſpicion 
of, till you feel them, —lt is childiſh to form 
high expectations of a new thing. People of 
experience expect but little from the moſt 
flattering proſpects and propoſals. Sin, 
like a blight, has entered every place, 
and marred the moſt pleaſant of its fruits and 
flowers.—If good men, (like Aaron, Eli and 
David) are obliged to lament that their houſe 
is not ſo with God & as they wiſh and earneſtly 

| 1 2 Sam. XXlil. 5. 


pray 


E 
pray for, what can we expect from the gene- 
rality of houſes. 


Vou ſhould alſo never forget that we carry 
the greateſt part of the trouble we complain 
of, in our own boſoms.— When we wiſh a 
change, we, for the moſt part, are like ſick 
perſons, who imagine that if they could 
change ſides in their bed, they ſnould be eaſier; 
they turn, but they are ſtill uneaſy; and 
why? becauſe they are ſtill ſick. —This life 
was never intended to be the reſt of either 
maſter or ſervant, both have their burdens, 


and the maſter's is oftentimes the heavier 
of the two. | 


The dutiful and pious conduRt of ſome ſer- 
vants towards their indigent relations ſhould 
not be forgotten. —-I have ſeen a daughter 
willing to wear mean clothes, that her aged 
mother might have ſome to wear.—I have 
alſo ſeen ſuch conduct bleſſed with diſtin- 
guiſhed favour. Honour, therefore, thy fa- 
ther and thy mother, (which is the firſt com- 


mandment 


_ — — — 2 
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mandment with promiſe) that it may be well 
with thee * · 


As reputation in general, is that which 
gives weight and influence to any man; ſo 
the reputation of ſervants is peculiarly their 
ſtrength. -A ſervant: with health and charac- 


ter is provided for.—4 good name is better 
than precious ointment *,—A ſilent ſteadineſs, a 


tried integrity and diligence, are ſo eſſential 
to the intereſts of mankind, that no maſter 
can be inſenſible of their value: be aſſur- 
ed that the wealthieſt and the happieſt are 
ſo needy, in this reſpect, that ſuch ſervice 
muſt always bear a high price. 


Let nothing, therefore, baſe or falſe, rob 
you of that precious jewel, your reputation : 
be honeſt, diligent, and civil, if it be only 
out of reſpect to yourſelf.— Who is not ſtruck. 
with the anſwer of that ſlave, which hiſtory 
records, who {ſtanding among others for ſale, 
and being aſked by a purchaſer © Wilt thou be 
“faithful if I buy thee ?“ replied, © 775, cube 
c ther you buy me or not. 1 


N Eph. vi. 2p 3. + Eccl. vii. 1. | 
But 
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But character, eſpecially among females, (to 
whom I now ſpeak) is eaſily blaſted, fo as to 


be irrecoverably loſt.—If any conſideration 


can leſſen the crime of the villain who at- 
tempts to ſtrip you of it, it muſt be that of 


his not conſidering the depth of ruin into 


which he would plunge you.—Should he, 
however, be cruel enough to neglect the con- 
fideration, ſurely You will not forget that, 
want of reputation, and the deſpair which at- 
tends it, fill our ſtreets with Proſtitutes, mur- 
dering at- once wY and ſoul, 


Depend upon it, that he who would diſho- 
nour you, has no ſincere affection for you; 
and the moment you ſuffer him to paſs the 


bounds of the ſtricteſt decorum, he mult loſe. 


even his reſpec for you: that very reſpect upon 
which alone a true and conſtant regard is built. 


Your ſafety partly conſiſts in being aware of 
your danger. Dete&ruin in its firſt approaches: 
underſtand its ſmiling aſpect, and plauſible 
pretence: particularly avoid dangerous ocga- 
ſions; and whatever you find likely to deprive 


B you 
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you of your reſolution. They have made but 
little obſervation on their own hearts, that 
have not learned how weak their reaſons and 
reſolutions are in the moment of temptation; 
and, therefore, that their ſafety lies in mak- 
iug a timely eſcape—that is to ſay, an inne- 
diate one. 


To ſpeak more generally, bad company is 
ſo miſchievous, that when a young ſervant is 
obſerved to be entering into it, every. perſon 
of compaſſion and diſcernment recoils at the 
ſight, as at ſceing a ſheep enter the ſlaughter- 
houſe. Who that has ſeen any thing of life 
does not know the miſchicf of a vicious conver- 
ſation and example? What will not ſuch an 
unprincipled tongue dare to aſſert What 
ſo ſacred that does not ſerve it for a jeſt ? 
What character or ſervice will it not 
teach others to deſpiſe ?!—What corrupt max- 
im or vain project will it not recommend ?—I 
have known'a ſhort converſation quite unhinge 
a ſober mind. —I have obſerved a few hints 
plant diforder and wretchedneſs in a once 
contented: breaſt, that could never afterwards 

be 
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be rooted out, —lI have even been ſurpriſed to 
find how ſoon a bad example would transform 
one that has been long humble, diligent, and 
conſcientious, into the very reverſe, 


In a word, ſuch a tongue is, indeed, an un- 
ruly evil, and full of deadly poiſon x; and the 
danger is the greater, becauſe the poiſon is 
often mixed with ſomething curious and en- 
tertaining; or it is preſented under the notion 
of friendſhip: the venom thus ſweetened 
creeps into the heart, before even its danger is 
ſuſpected. —But beware of this deadly cup, as 
you prize your ſafety: the more pleaſing you 
find it, the more dangerous it is.—The beſt 
advice here, is that which comes from the 
higheſt authority. Avoid it; paſs not by it; 
turn from it, and paſs away +. 


If I have ſaid nothing of ſwearing, drun- 
kenneſs, indecency, violence, &c. &c. it is merely 
becauſe ſuch vices are tog groſs and ſcandalous 
to need expoſing in ſuch a tract as this.— 
Who that commits theſe crimes does not (up- 
on reflection) feel aſhamed of them? — There 
® James iii. 8. Prov. iv, 15. 
| B 2 ; are, 
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are, however, ſome conſiderations at the end 
of the book, to which ſuch an unhappy cha- 
rafter would do well to take heed before it is 
too late. For he that being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly ” deflroyed, 
«nd that without remedy +. 


I am obliged now to turn from conſiderati- 
ons which more particularly relate to your 
private concerns, to thoſe which belong to 
your engagement, | 


But before we enter upon the next chap- 
ter, let us ſeriouſly reſolve to ſeek his bleſſing 
upon theſe hints, * from whom (as our church 
expreſſes it) all holy deſires, all good counſcls 
and all juſt works, do proceed; that we 
« who cannot do any thing that is good with- 
« out him, may by him be enabled to live 
according to his will, through Jeſus Chriſt 
« our Lord, Amen,” 


* Prov. nin = 


£ CHAP. 


E 1 
CHAP. III. 


A Maſter's reaſonable Eæpeclation. | 


H who foreſaw the infinite variety of diſ- 
putable caſes which would ariſe, and which 
no body of laws, however extenſive could 
reach: when he viſited us in great humi- 
lity, left a rule ſo comprehenſive, that it may 
be applied to every caſe; and at the fame 
time ſo eaſy, that the meaneſt capacity may 
apply it. 
ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER YE WOULD 
HAT MEN SHOULD DO UNTO YOU, DO 
YE EVEN SO TO THEM: FOR THIS 18 
THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS ®, 
As our claim upon others depends ſo much 
upon our rendering to all their dues g, (a: tri 
_bute to whom tribute is due; cuſlom, to whom 
cuſiom; fear, to whom fear; and honour, to 
whom honour;) it is my duty to ſtate to you 
ſome of thoſe duties which thoſe you live 
- with have a right to claim. And, as the firſt 
ſtep to our rightly performing our part, is to 
know it, I ſhall ſelect the rule above men- 
Matt. vii. 12, + Rom, xiii. 7. 
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"Toned as our meaſuring rod, —T ſhall put this 
ſtandard into your hand, and obſerve, that in 
order to your uſing it, you have only to ſup- 
poſe, that Providence had appointed you to go- 
vern inſtead of to ſerve; you will then perecive 
what you would reaſonably have claimed from 

thoſe ſervants over whom you were placed. 


Would you not expect while you fulfilled 
your engagements with them, that they ſhould 
alſo fulfill their engagements to you, namely, 
to yield you both faithful and cheerful. ſervice? 
bearing with thoſe infirmities in you which 
are common to human nature? Would you 
not expect them to be honeſt, not only 
in larger matters, but that they ſhould not 
watch opportunities to purloin in ſmaller ?!— 
Would you deem it upright if they liſtened 
to your private converſation? —lf they ex- 
amined your private papers? if they waſted 
or made away with your ſubſtance? or your 
time? — In a word, would you not ſay, real 
honeſty will do nothing which fears a diſco- 
very, or which needs ſecret opportunities, or 
_eoncealments. . 

2 For 
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For a maſter pays his ſervant as much for 
time and care, as his tradeſmen for goods; and 
while his property is liable to be attacked in 
a variety of ways, he employs ſervants, like 
ſo many watchmen to defend it. But how 
hard would you deem it to be betrayed by your 
guards? To have the very ſtaff upon which 
you leaned, not only fail, but pierce you? — 
To have a ſervant idle when you particularly 
needed his activity? and waſting that which is 
often provided with difficulty? How would 
you feel his careleſſneſs, when much depended 
on his care ? and if he were at the fame time 
too proud and impatient to receive either re- 
proof or inſtruction ?—With what grief would 
you obſerve him chuſing the very connections 
which you had forbidden ?—forming a ſepa- 
rate intereſt, yea, a ſort of conſpiracy againſt 
you and your family? and ſeeking wretched 
pretences to juſtify abſolute injuries? I cannot 
doubt but that you would propoſe your rule, 
as an end to all debate: Vou would bid him 
honeſtly aſk his own heart How he wean 
like ſuch treatment? 


_— 
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Tue ſame may be ſaid of the abuſe of horſes: 
not to mention the baſeneſs of ill- treating a 
generous creature who cannot complain, and 
who while he ſtands patient under repeated in- 
juries ſtands alſo ready to ſtrain every nerve to 
pleaſe his cruel abuſer ;--how would you feel 
if your ſervant thus treated a horſe you valued? 


Again, would you not expect that while 
your property was ſecured, and your intereſt 
4 conſulted. in other reſpetts, that the character 

of yourſelf and your family ſhould be equally 

ſecure ?—Apply the rule again, and enquire 

. what you would think of a ſervant who ſcrupled 

not to expoſe your weakneſs to any one who 

would be mean enough to hear the tale ?— 
what would you ſay to thoſe who collected and 
retailed every fault or misfortune in your fa- 
mily? eſpecially when miſtated, and preſented 
on the unfavourable fide only ?—1 am per- 
ſuaded their taking away your purſe would 
not leave ſo unfavourable an going upon 
your mind. 
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1 have ſaid nothing here of inventing abſo- 
lute 
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lute falſehoods, becauſe I am not ſpeaking to 
the abandoned but to the inconſiderate: to 
ſuch as do not conſider that to ſpeak only half 
the truth is often a lie, and that the truth it- 
ſelf may be fo injurious, that nothing can 
.zuſtify its being ſpokea, but when greater in- 
juries muſt follow upon our ſilence. 


Once more, you would not only require 
your ſervant to be honeſt, ſober, and careful 
of your property, intereſt, and character; 

but you would reaſonably expect attention as 
to the manner of your being ſerved.— V ou 
muſt be conſcious how much ſatis faction de- 
pends upon the ſpirit and temper of the per- 
ſon ſerving, and how very offenſively a com- 
mand may be obeyed: inſomuch, that obedi- 
ence in the act, may be accompanied with 
perfect rebellion in the manner. You know if 
you receive aſſiſtance in a ſullen, careleſs, or 
impertinent way, you had rather be without 
ſuch ſervice. Vou muſt alſo be ſenſible that 
if every trifle be made a ſubject of debate or 
contention, no family can be at peace. Provi- 
dence has appointed ſome to govern, and others 
Ut do 


ſion, and every evil work. 
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to ſerve, as different members of the ſame 


body; and when this order is not cheerfully 
ſubmitted to, there muſt enſue ſtrife, confu- 


Thus I have mentioned ſome inſtances as 


examples: of trying the rule or ſtandard of 
right; but innumerable inſtances beſide theſe 
might be-mentioned, and will daily ariſe, to 
which the rule is equally applicable. If, 
therefore, vicious companions attemptto make 


wrong appear right, or to think very little of 
the wrong; recollect you have a rule at hand 
which will exactly ſuit the caſe; and eaſily 
determine what is your duty: for no wrong 


conduct in others can poſſibly excuſe what is 


wrong in us. 


eee eee 
gorouſly exact his claims; he will know hu- 


man nature too well to expect more than im- 
perfect ſervice from imperfect creatures. 
- The errors he marks in his own courſe, the 
paſſions which diſturb his own; boſom, and 
- the ten thouſand talents he hereby owes to his 


Lord, 
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Lord, will teach him to avoid ſo great a miſ- 
take as that of angrily taking his ſervant by the 
throat, ſaying, Pay me that thou oweſt* — 
But the more generoufly he refrains from 
demanding all his due, the more ready ſhould 
you be to pay it, Yea, with a, generoſity 
like his own, exact it from yourſelf. —And 
depend upon it that if you poſleſs ſuch real 
worth, ſooner or later your worth will be 
felt and acknowledged; however low your 
preſent fituation, or diſcouraging your 
proſpect. 


* Matt, xviii. 28. 
———— — 


CHAP. IV. 
Fellew Servants. 


1 COME in this chapter to drop a few 
hints reſpecting the temper you ſhould culti- 
vate towards your FELLOW SERVANTS: and 
your living well with them, depends much 
upon the regard you pay to the ſame general 
rule. of, doing as you would be done by. 


The 


| 
| 
1 


14 
The Jealoufies and animoſities which ariſe 
from, the mereſt triſte, and throw a large fa- 
mily into oonfuſion and party rage, are ſcarcely 
to be conceived by thoſe: WhO have not ſeen. 


them. —Lixe a ſingle ſpark, hie ſtruck by 


accident, and falling upon combuſtible matter, 
will lay a whole town in aſhes.—In order, 
therefore, to live in peace, you. muſt not only 
be peateably diſpoſed, but, as the apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, you muſt sEEK peace and PURSUE” 
it — that is, as men purſue an object upon 
which their heart is ſet.— Often have we 
heard complaints ſtated with great plauſibility 
by one party, and thought the injury to be 
very great, till the other ſide was heard. It, 
therefore, you ſuppoſe (which is very com- 
mon) that the grievance lies chiefly, if not 
entirely with your fellow ſervant, put yourſelf 
in his place, and you will, er begin to 
ä meer tin doch 

ile ige | £120) enen ya: 199! SS | 


Let e exhort you to make 


an ingenuous confeſſion of error as ſoon as you 


diſcover it. Nevet think you degrade your- 


ſelf by taking the fide of truth whenever, r 


4 Pet. iii. 11. 
with 


25 J 

with whomſoever it appears. Vou never pre- 
tended to be infallible, why then be ſo back - 
ward te acknowledge an error ?— To convince 
my adverſary is gaining a victory over him, 
but to confeſs my miſtake is to gain one over 
myſelf.—In a word, it is often the only method 
left us of doing away a fault: lt is the way to 
riſe by a fall:—it is an opportunity of ſeizing 
the approbation of another's mind:—it ſilences 
his future blame; and often overcomes evil 
with good. 


Hiſtory mentions an exemplary character, 
who went to his enemy, and faid, © Shall we 
© never be reconciled till we become a table 
© talk to all the country ?'—And when his 
enemy agreed to a reconciliation, « Remem- 
© ber,” ſaid he, © that though I was both the 
© elder, and the ſuperior, I ſought firſt to 
© thee ! '—< True, replied the other, I every 
© way feel my inferiority; for I began the 
© quarrel, and thou the reconciliation.” vi 


One of the worſt characters that enters a 
houſe is the whiſperer, which ſeparateth chief 
C - . 


friends. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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Friends x. But I pray you, underſtand me 
here! By a whiſperer. I cannot mean one who 
feels himſelf bound to give notice of wrongs 
he cannot otherwiſe prevent: noʒ I mean a 
wanton, or. malicious, ſower of ſlrife —The 
fable, vhich repreſents a cat wickedly creep- 
_ing from the top to the bottom of à large oak, 
breeding ſuſpicions in the inhabitants, and 
confining them, trough fear of each other, 
till they were ſtarved.—ſuch a. miſchievous 
"Rs. is but a picture of the whiſperer. 
AI hope you will conſider the injuſtice and 
gs of ſuch a practice; 3 and recollect, none 
deſpiſcs the tale-bearer more than thoſe who 
{liſten to the tale; and that with what meaſure 
ge mere, it will (in one way or other) be meas 
» ſured to you agate 12 
Zaicislqu to of | 94 
„In a word, . we. regard maſters. or 
ſervants, we, live in a, world which has, ſo 
many ſharp points and critical ſtations, that 
our own comfort, as well as that of thoſe we 
live with, is made to turn upon mutual kind- 


dune, forbearance, accommodation, and de- 
(U endence; in want Wente We are con- 


| c Prov. xvi, 284 4 Matt, vii. 2 


demned 


27 ] 
diiniied to bear the continual laſn of "diſcord, 
and are made" our own t wormentors. (A ke bar 


EON 10. 93101 nee artig 


The lealt Assad will inform us, 
how eafy it it is to put an ill-natured conſtrue- 
tion upon a word; and wat perverſe: turns 
and expreſſions ſpring from an evil temper: 
nothing can be explained to him who will not 
_ underſtand ; nor will any thing appear” right 

to the unreaſonable. — Every thing 3 in life,“ 
ſays one of the ancients, «has two handles; “ 
but it muſt be a bad diſpoſition, mn which | 
g will be eve; er ſcixing me wrong one. 


. 


* 
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I therefore repeat it, that if you would 
have comfort, you muſt give it. It is no 
uncommon thing to hear the very perſons Who 
throw a family into confuſion, complaining 
that there is no peace in the family. © But he 
that would eſcape the calamity” of fire,” muſt 
be careful not to ſtrike the ſparks which en- 


DO. AAA 01 1 n oo) iieoe sen "_ 
kindle it. un 
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A The! only n 
religton. b ( far as it is embraced) 
ee © of 5 EG brings 


| 


| 


[L 
brings glory to God, pende on aarth; and good- 
will towards men *. Ehe ſlighteſt acquaint- 
ance with the doctrine and example of our 
Savibur, muſt convince every unprejudieed 
mind of their holy and heavenly tendency: 
und the tendency of this religion is a ſufficient 
proof that ãt came from heaven, and leads to 
It ext gg if no wid cg be er | 


2 21 Zion sg 301. 
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maſter poſſeſſed and recommended Such 2 
mind would put an end to thoſe; bickerings 
and jealoufies which render families fo 
wretched.Chriſtianity teaches us to ſuffer 


ills, not to inflict them; and to give gead 


meaſure, and running over, rather n 2 7 


to conſider hat was en ape! 


_ 19100 act. vbodoro! 2 r uo 
Fan you, toe Chriſtianity 
not ↄnly affords the comprehenſive rule I have 
all along inſiſted upon, but gives alſo parti - 
thiar directions to ſervants; which/I here put 
doven; for you to turn to at your leiſure, and 
nen preſently mention more exprefaly. 

Sen 1 lake FY 14. 
Eph, 
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Eph. vi. 5—9; 1 Tim. vi. 1-4; Tuns ii. 
% ogy 2 Pet. ii. 3 

nA theſs a you 8 . we 
PRE that Chriſtianity nat only enjoins peace 
and forbearance, but truth and equity. 
Whatever price, therefore, we pay for peace, 
it muſt never be purchaſed at the expence of 
truth.— The quiet of ſome perſons is little 
more than a ſtate of confederacy, or agree- 
ment in wrong ſentiments and bad practices. 
As it is my duty to warn you of whatever is 
wrong in general, let me add, that there is 
nothing wrong in the charatter of man, which 
a ferious reader of his Bible will not find de- 
Wr N h with its danger and Pe 

Let me alſo remind you eee 
your Time; for, as ſomebody has obſerved, 
it is with our time as with our money, a 
« good huſband makes a little go a great 
4 -way.” Spare minutes, taken care of, turn 
to great account at the year's. end. Waſte 
not then the leiſure you have (eſpegially on 
che Sanden in ſo wretched and unprofitable a 


8 mamianner 
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mannet as many do; but gather up your 
fragments of time for preſent improvement 
and eternal happineſs; and endeavour, in im- 
proying opportunities, to imitate a great cha- 
expiring he heard ſome perſons diſcourſing in 
lo tone of voice, aid, IO that 1 
— art e die! 


Region 
at v 


Have hitherto — — principally | on | thoſe 
lubjes which. relate to your comfort and 
character in this world: I ſhould, however, 
perform but a ſmall part of my duty, and but 
all fulfil the profeſſion of a friend, were J to 
canfine my advice only to the preſent moment. 
Jo give a man direction for travelling cam- 
fartahly, is worth ſomething ; z but. how inſuf- 
Heient, will this be, if we negle t to point out 
the nig bi mad in Which he j is to trayel ?—Even 
Axough., and dreary Way; Which leads to. our 
father's houſe, 1s ar better than a ſmooth and 
e pleaſant 


e 


8 54 
* 
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pleaſant 0 1 _ to the e . 4 
| yrs als 1 ng 
1 eome, ing to r on he/ ſubjeR 
of that religion which I mentioned at the con- 
eluſion of the laſt chapter; and which is no 
other than a ſtate of friendſhip with God, 
which raiſes a high and lively expectation in 
our hearts on the ſecurity of his own truth, 
which brings preſent life and peace, and, like 
a river, refreſhes and fertilizes every place 
through which it flows. | 


Religion, moreover, particularly invites 
your regard, as it is a bleſſing common to the 
rich and poor.—< It is at church chat the 
<< poor man lifts up his head.” Providence 
Has appointed many diſtinctions ini other 
things, all which a Chriſtian is ſatisfied with 
on this very account, that as they are but 
tranſient in themſelves, ſo they are ap- 
pointed of God for wiſe purpoſes: but in the 
grand and eternal concern, you have the ſame 
privileges and promiſes which are ptopoſed to 
Jour 1 maſter,—For as the natural 1772 _ 


* Rom, viii. 6. 


# 
” ; 
*aatelt #44 * 
* 


into 
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into the room of the meaneſt ſervant with the 
ſame ſplendour and warmth as into the maſter's, 
ſo the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth, without 
any reſpect of perſons, 26 * hearts. 

- 981) 499 bb 212d gn Of Rl 3 
Leſt, however, you ſhould fall ae 
more common miſtakes about our religion; 
or leſt you ſhould be led away by any danger- 
-ous hereſy of the day, and make ſhipwreck of 
that faith for which our reformers ſo earneſtly 
ſtrove and willingly bled; I intreat your at- 
tention while I diſcourſe farther on a ſubject 
wich in its importance infinitely exceeds 
every other. For the things which are ſeen are 
 Tanijoral; but the _ which are not ET are 
eternal x. 
S287 2411 POE 2:4 | 43.234910 
+{@ktifanity;/then;" is more chan a wee 
proſeſſton, a Juſt notion, or a regular form, 
however valuable theſe may be in themſelves: 
to miſtake it for theſe, is like miſtaking an 
| | image for a man ; or the ſhadow of any thing, 
bdcder che thing itſelf.—-It is more than an aura 
T—_ for this is but lopping off the 


1 * o 0 


| 
| Fuchhun BY Nane HV Finns, Kota 
* 
„ Cor. fe. 1 | 
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branches of a bad tree, while the xoot remains 
to flock afteſu 2 Gir bag n wobnaig 9118S 
Moline ale Wird ssen \ uus act - 0 

It is alſo more than 1 cur duty towards 
one anither; for to ſtop here, would be like 
regarding your fellow ſcrvants While you 
forgoꝰ your. maſber Lea, We ſhall fall ort 
of our mark, if we only regard what we are 
to die for aur great MASTER himself; ſince 
the goſpel principally diſcovers what HE HATH 
BONE: yr us; and this diſcovery is declared 
to be of ſuch importance, that our eternal 
ſtate depends ypon the e we n. to it x. 


16 indeed, our i were not x min 2 
58 moraliſts teach, the figurative atone» 
ments made before Chriſt came, and the real 
one he made on the croſs, would not only be 
am immenſe, but unncceſſary expence ; and 
the promiſe of a divine ſfhirit, and a mew 
heart t, unaccountable. - On the other hand, 
the, croſs of Chriſt, and che promiſe of his 
ſpixit, point out the depth of that ruin ant 
which ſin has plunged us: they ſhew, that 
without ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion t: 


*Mark'xvi, 15, 16, + Ezek, xi. 26. J Heb. ix. 22, 
wand, 


t 1 9 


—and 95 mc ſuch a repentatee or 


a 


change Pry mind takes place i in the ſin inner, as 
m. may be compared. to his being born again, be 


ran Jos ohe ting of Tous. 
2 To ſpeak 3 as plainly as I can on ſuch a 
ſubject, Chriſtianity ſets forth the benefits 
Which fallen crestures derive from a Re- 
deemer, who is no leſs than Gop manifeſt in 
the fleſh +: and theſe benefits conſiſt in that 
which, he wrought FOR them, and that which 
Har IN chem. At the ſame time it diſco- 


c _ 4 . 


vers chat, without him, they can A. nothing 


for themſelves t. 


. bi in this Va: Bath bilicoed: our re- 
port ? aid 4% whom is the arm of the LoxpD 
"Vid?" Fon us (if, indeed, we are his 
diſeiples) he grew up" ar a tender plant; for 
"i 5% bas diſpifed and rejefted men; and 
et {peaking to bur cafe as man never ſpake, 


| ene uch wonders as man never 


wrought, 5 our Thiquity was laid pon bi hi m; And 
pn —_— a5. a lam ro the-flaughteri— 
ere, for us men 4nd, ſor our "ſalvation, 


, a, 2a Lit. 3. + 1 Tim. iii, 16. 4 John xv. 5. 
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it , Dleaſed ti the LoRD to oy bums and to make 
bis foul a an offering for fon in* — OR , us alſo he 


jStſßas 


gave himſe Ui +3 5 and bore our. 4 in hiy. own 


479505 


body upon the tree tothe Juſt for, the un juh 
that he might bring us to God F. n having 


DIED for us, for us alſo he ROSE, leading cab. 
tivity captive, and receiving Waal for nen . 


{wt Bite 


| W * it was not only ron us be aid th this; US; 
| he. alſo ſends theſe purchaſed gifts, 1870 our 
hearts;—1t i is IN us that he ſets up, bis Aing- 
dom of. righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Hob 
Ghoſt q.—lt is Ix us he works repentance, 
faith, hope, and love, and- all t thoſe genuine 
Fruits of righteouſneſs, which are b 572 efus Chrisi 
"to the glory and praiſe of God a Thi ow 
Jife of God in the ſoul of man which is. the 
earueſt and foretaſte of life eternal. — And this | 
our Lord has taught us to expect we ſhall as 


— — and actually deriye from bimelf, and 
neceive into, our , hearts, as the, branch really 
wee receives life, ſap, or, nouriſhment, 
from ni * e Kane e which it is Witedth1. N 
I Hit tub. 7 Titus ii. 1 Fired tie 4B, 
ol Eh. in. 8. Mg 178 a. * al f 
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As he ſat on the well diſcourſing with a 
woman of Samaria, he taught the ſame truth 
by another figure when he ſaid, © F thou 
© tneweſt the rr or God, and who it is 
« that ſaith to thee, © Give me to drink ;”* thou 
© wwouldeft have aſked of him, and he would have 
given thee LIVING WATER. I hoſacver 
© drinketh of this water ſhall thirſt again: but 
© whoſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall 
c give him, ſhall never thirſt ; but the water that 
© 7 ſhall give him fhall be Ix him a well of water 
© ſpringing up into everlaſiing life v. Accord- 
ingly in the great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood, 
and again proclaimed his beſt gift; and pro- 
miſed to every thirſty ſoul a ſpring of divine 
and eternal life, derived, indeed, from himſelf, 
but to ſpring up Ix the heart of the believer, 
And, left his meaning ſhould not be compre- 
hended by every one, the evangeliſt adds, rhis 
Hate be of the ſpirit, which they that believe on 
him ſhall receive t. 
Thus ſecuring us from all we fear, and ſup- 
plying us with all we need, he becomes com- 
pleatly our SAVIOUR. 


John iv. 20, 23, 14 + John vii. 9739. 
Let 
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Let me further hint, that by attending to 
theſe principles, you will be enabled to detect 
the more plauſible errors you meet witch. Ex- 
amine when a doctrine is preſented, whether 
it does not tend to oppoſe, or toeplrin away one 
or other of theſe two branches of Chriſtianity: 
Seither what Chriſt does rox the ſinner by 
the merit of his blood; or wat he does i the 
n the e __ Weder 


1 attain Ac 8 y a 
more plain and ſcriptural account of theſe 
truths, than in the following ſhort extract from 
the articles of the Church of England; which” 
maintains, that c there is 4 fault and cor- 
« ruption in the nature of every man that natu- 
Crallyis engendered of the offspring of Adam; ' 
<« whereby man is very far gone from original 
<, righteouſneſs, and is, of his on nature, 
c inclined to evil . It further declares, 
that «the condition of man after the fall of 
„ Adam is ſuch, hat he cannot turn and pre- 
« -yat himſelf. by his own natural ſtten gth 
6 And good works to Faith; and calling 508 
« God 5 no eee e works f 
„ 51 Anticle in, 1 


32: Do as 
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« pleaſant and en to God, without 
« his grace *.“ 


Do you aſk upon what foundation we can 
now ſtand before God ? the anſwer is, upon 
that only which he himſelf hath laid: for 
« we are accounted righteous before God 
« only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
« Jeſus Chriſt; by faith, and not for our own 
« works and deſervings +.” 


Do you further aſk, of what value then 
© are theſe works of ours, fince they cannot 
© Juſtify us before God?” The Church well 
replies, « Albeit that good works, which are 
u the fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtifi- 
& cation, cannot put away our fins, and en- 
dure the feverity of God's judgement; yet 
« are they pleaſing and acceptable to God in 
« Chriſt; and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a 
© true and lively Faith; infomuch, that by 
« them a lively Faith may be as evidently 


=” known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit t.“ 


If chis be Chriſtianity, let the reader ſtop 
* Article x. # Article xi. t Article xii. 
7 * 3 : N h h and 


E 

and enquire what he knows of it. Let him 
leriouſly reflect on the courſe of his life, and the 
current of his thoughts. — Though we muſt be 
miſerable without the favour of our God, with 
what unconcern have we treated it though 
we naturally wander like loſt ſheep, who 
among us has actually returned tothe Shepherd 
and Biſhop of our fouls ?—And yet (ſtrange 
to ſay) who does not expect to be conſidered 
as a Chriſt ian? Lord, what is Man that thou 
ſhouldeft be thus mindful of him! and what is 
Man that he ſhould be ſo unmindful of Thee 
—and of himſelf ! 


For full ſatisfaction on theſe and leſs impar- 
tant points, ſearch the ſcriptures.—It is our 
Lord's own direflion* :;—and itis recorded to 
the honour of ſome. people at Berea. that they 
were more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, not 
only in that they receivedthe word with all readi- 
neſs of mind, but that inſtead of liſtening to ſenſe- 
lels prejudice, and raſh oppoſition, like their 
neighbours, they ſearched the ſcriptures daily, 
whether theſe things were ſo +. Let me in- 
treat you to imitate the nobler mind of this 


* Johnv. 99 Acts xvii. 11. 


D 2 ingenuous 
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ingenuous people, eſpecially as your Bible 
contains not only theſe leading truths, but a 
variety of examples, directions, and encou- 
ragements, connected with them. At not on y 
leads, but animates: it not only diſcovers, but 
ſupports: and, therefore, is to be the conſtant 
Lamp to your feet, and Lig ht to your paths * ;— 
the Staff upon which you are to lean every 
ep of your way. | | 


My deſign in mentioning theſe truths, is 
to remind the members of our Church of 
their principles; to place the feet of the inex- 
perienced in the ancient track; and to put 
them upon their guard. For want of caution, 
and ſome afliſtance at firſt ſetting out, well- 
meaning people have been miſerably per- 
plexed and diſcouraged in their courſe, or 
drawn aſide by ſeducers.— For while men ſlept, 
the enemy came and ſowed tares +. 


Pf., cxix. 103. + Matt. xili. 25. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 
Prejudices. 


F ROM what has been ſtated, it plainly 
appears that Religion is a living tree, bearing 
| heavenly fruits; the planting of the Lord, in 

which he will be gloriſied *; his nobleſt, and 
moſt expenſive work. It is no wonder, then, 
that the great adverſary of God and man 
| ſhould be ever raiſing prejudices againſt it 
not, indeed, againſt the form, but againſt the 
power of godlineſs. Among other objections 
which I have not room to mention, none is 
more common than that which repreſents ſe- 
rious religion as the death of happineſs, and 
the grave of buſmeſs ; and, of this, you will 
not fail to have certain inſtances pointed out 
as proofs, 


But thoſe inſtances are impoſitions: they 
are not the effects of true religion, but of the 
reverſe ; for the fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, googneſs, faith, 
Ia. Ixi, 3. | Ty 

D 3 meekneſs, 
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meekneſs, and temperance x. Are theſe terms 
for wretchedneſs? or are theſe fruits likely to 
produce it? | | 


A penitent, indeed, like the Fatler, may, 
upon his being awakened to a ſenſe of his 
danger, expreſs this ſenſe with terror, and 
anxiouſly cry out © at muſt J do to be 
© faved+?—and a backſlider, like Peter, cut 
to the heart with a ſenſe of his ingratitude, 
may for a while ſeek a retreat where he may 
go aſide to weep bitterly. There is a ſeaſon 
of correction, @ time to mourn}, which, like 
a dark clond to the huſbandman, is generally 
followed by a fruitful ſeaſon. What wiſdom 


would there have been in any of us, if we had 


never known .forrow ?—but though ſuch a 
weeping endureth for a night, joy cometh in the 
morning $..-A true, ſolid, abiding ſatisfac- 
tion ; liable, indeed, like every thing below, 
to interruptions, but ſuch as a man feels upon 
the recovery of his health through a ſalutary 
though painful courſe of medicine. No one 
ever deemed ſuch an one uahappy, becauſe he 
underwent ſome pain in order to a ſound cure. 
® Gal, v. 22, 23 + Ads i. go, f Eccl. ili. 4. 
eee es Pf. xxx. 5. 

| 1 ts A Chriſtian 
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A Chriſtian of a peeviſh or melancholy turn 
may be found ; but, like a tree without its 
proper fruit, though he may be a/ive, he is 
not well,—We are not allowed to call him a 
dead or bad tree, becauſe he does not flouriſh 
for the preſent ſeaſon ; but, for the ſame rea- 
ſon, we cannot ſay he is an hea/thy one : or, 


in another view, ſuch a Chriſtian is yet a 


child, and therefore imperfect in meaſure; he 
is alſo at ſchool, and has not thoroughly 
learned his leſſon. | 0 


True religion is the life, health and educa- 
tion of the ſoul; and, whoever truly poſſeſſes 
it, is ſtrengthened with peculiar encourage- 
ment for every good word and work. —Surely, 
if any thing can warm and animate the heart 
of man, and enable him to bear up under dif- 
ficultics, it muſt be an aſſurance that the 
eternal God is his refuge; and that the everlaſt- 


ing arms are underneath him *. that a things 


ſhall work together for his good +; and that his 


light afflition, which is but for a moment, ſhall. 


. work for him a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of gloryt —Admitting that other men 


Deut. xxxiii, 2p. + Rom. viii. 28. 1 4 Cor. iv. 17. 
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have their hopes and joys, can they be com- 


pared with theſe ? I heir comforts depend 
upon their corn, and wine, and oil increaſing, 
but a believer can ſay, © though the fig-tree 
hall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the 
vines, and the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 
© yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will Joy i in 
© my ſalvation *. 

- I intreat you, rite, henceforward to 
conſider religion as the true ſpring of ſolid 
happineſs :—it conſiſtently bids its diſciples 
to rejoice always t, becauſe it affords them 
matter for rejoicing under the loſs of all 
things, “ in the hour of death, and in the 
« day of j ant. I 


0 to ili ide of bufinife; what is a reli- 
gious man not prepared for, that he can be 
called to? The Fear of God fits him to be 
intruſted : the Favour of God raiſes and ani- 
mates his expełtations: the Promiſe of God 
ſupports him under difficulties : the Word of 
God gives general direction to his ſteps; and 
the Bleſſing of God attends them.— ou ſhall, 

„b. iti. 27, 23; t Phil. iv. 4. 

| | however, 


[ 4] 
however, not take my word for this: you 
ſhall ſee the fact. 


Compare any irreligious ſervant, with that 
ſervant of Abraham, whoſe character is re- 
corded in Gen. xxiv. What an holy ac- 
quaintance had this man formed with his God! 
what reliance on his Providence !--what 
fidelity t his Maſter !--what diligence !—- 
what rea! nity of character, though in ſer- 
vice He ruled over all that A5raham had, 
but forgot not that he was {till Abraham's 
ſervant.—Entruſted with a buſineſs of the laſt 
importance, he conducted it as his own; cr, 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks, © with ſingleneſi of heart, 
© as unt the Lord *. As he approached the 
place of his buſineſs, he made the camels to 
kneel down without the city by a well of water : 
and, knowing from whom all our help cometh, 
he ſaid, © O Lord, God of my maſter Abraham, 
I pray thee ſend me good ſpeed this day, and 
s ſhew kindneſs unto my maſter. Upon ob- 
ſerving ſigns of ſucceſs in anſwer to his prayer, 
he bleſſes the God of his maſter; and upon his 
buſineſs being ſucceſsfully concluded, he again 

* Eph. vi. 8. 


12.8 a tip 
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wor ſhips tne Lord :—tranſafting his concerns 
more with God than with man, and mixing 
prayer with praiſe in every ſtage of it. 


Nor ſuppoſe, that he was leſs diligent, be- 
cauſe he was fo devout :—fervent in ſpirit, he 
was not flothful in buſineſs x. An idle enthu- 
ſiaſt may diſgrace religion, and a real chriſtian 
may have his faults ; but religion itſelf is the 
friend of buſineſs :—it directs it it tranſacts 
it honourably it generally ſecures ſucceſs to 
it. Doing buſineſs with diligence and truth, 
ſeemed a part of this man's religion..-He, 
and the men that were with him, tarried that 
night; and they roſe up in the morning, and he 

faid, © Send me away unto my mafter.”—=And 
when the brother and the mother of the damſel 
whom he had ſought in marriage for his 
maſter's fon, would have detained him a few 
days, he ſaid unto them, Hinder me not, ſeeing 
«© the Lord hath praſpered my way: ſend ne 
© away, that I may go to my maſter.” | 


Now compare, as I ſaid, the wiſdom and 

worth of this Servant of God, with the folly 
Rom. xii, 11. ' 

and 


7 | 
and falſchood of ſuch a Slave to gold as 
Gebazi*; and you will perceive, that when 
Chriſt laid, * Take my yoke,'4 (or enter into 
my ſervice,) he ſhewed us the only way to 
Freedom, Happineſs, or Ree. 


Great excellence, indeed, in any ſtation, 
has always been rare ; nor ſhould the charac- 
ters I am about to mention, merely as Models 
for imitation, be made ſtandards to meaſure 
others by, or become occaſions of diſcourage- 
ment to any.—Such compariſons would be 
odious :——nany who are truly ſincere as Chri- 
tians, and valuable as Servants, fall ſhort of 
others in certain reſpects: our Lord calls 
that ground good which brought forth but 
thirty, though ſome others produced /ix/y and 
an hundred fold f.—Y et excellence is not 
confined to any age; and ſervants, like 
Abraham's, may be found even in this. 


Some years ago I became acquainted with a 
ſervant, whom I ſhall call Lucius: one who, 
knowing the human heart in its deceitſulneſs 
and depravity$, flood, indeed, before his God, 


* 2 Kings v. + Matt. xi. 29. 1 Matt, xiii. 23- 
| er. xvii. 9. 3 
like 


[ 48 ] 
like the Bublican, ſmiting upon his breaft ; but 
before his Maſter he ſtood with an integrity 
and diligence which his maſter had long ob- 
ſerved, and which at length gained his intire 
confidence. Lord *—thought and talked of 
Chriſtianity, like many more who have it yet 
to learn ; but he was conſtrained to admire its 
effects in his ſervant Lucius. He ſaw in 
him evident marks of the fear of God; the 
conſolations of the Goſpel ; the truth it enjoins, 
and the devotion it inſpires. But while he 
beheld all this as a ſingular matter of fact, 
maintained and exerciſed in a houſe like his, 
he was equally ſtruck in obſerving, that 
Lucius was one of the moſt humble and at- 
tentive of his domeſtics ; and no leſs eminent 
as a ſervant, than as a ſaint — The unbeliey- 
ing Lord (for who can change the heart but 
God only?) continued, while he lived, to ad- 
vance and vindicate the chriſtian- ſervant ; 
and dying, bequeathed a ſolid teſtimony to his 
virtues, | „ | 


Them that honour God he will honour +, and 
ke will ſend the honour by what hand he pleaſes, 
Jer. xvii. 9. + x Sam. fl. 90. 


To 
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To Lueius the ſervants alſo looked as to a 
common friend or brother: he inſtructed 
them; he affiſted them; he reconciled them 
he was their example ; and, if there were any 
more fooliſh- and profligate than the reſt, he 
had the honour of their reproach.—I need 
only to add, that I mention this fact, as well 
as the former, to ſhew how honourable a part 
tuch ſervants ſuſtain in ſociety ; to ſhew that 
true religion is the ſame in every age; to 
exhibit the fruits of genuine Chriſtianity, 
wherever it is found;—and to encourage ſer- 
vants to higher aims than they uſually enter- 
tain, 6 


Religious "OT 


As thoſe who have been awakened to a 
. ſerious regard for their ſalvation are likely to 
be among the firſt who take up ſuch a tract as 
this, their character ought to be particularly 
remembered in it; for their dangers, as well 
as their privileges, are peculiar : throughout 
this chapter, therefore, I ſpeak to ſuch only. 
We And 
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And let me affectionately intreat you my 
chriſtian friends, to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowlineſs and 
meekneſs *. While you are the ſervants of 
God, be careful never to forget that he has 
appointed you to be alſo the ſervants of Man. 
One duty ſhould never be oppoſed to ano- 
ther duty: Our religion teaches us to adorn 
our ſtation, not to forget it.—Beware, there- 
fore, of the error of thoſe, who upon taking 
up a religious profeſſion, have become con- 
ceited, forward, and unmindful of that order 
and decorum which God has appointed for the 
well being of ſociety. 


Inſtead of diſguſting your maſter by ſuch a 
conduct, endeayour by every lawful mean (but 
by no other whatever) to ſecure a place in his 
eſteem, as well as in his houſe; and in order 
to this, let your diligence be as his right 
hand, and your care as his right eye. Study 
his temper and his intereſt, and your own will 
be ſtudied at the ſame time. 


4. certain Cenlurion's ſervant, who was dear 


* Eph, iv. I, L > 
to 


3 

to him, was ſich, and ready to die; and when he 
heard of Jeſus, he ſent unto him the elders of the 
Jeu, bejeeching him to come an heal his ſer- 
vant*, You may here remark, how dear a 
fervant may render himſelf to his employer; 
and how God cauſes one good office to be 
repayed by another, | 


But I will come nearer home. —Ly v1a is 
the ſervant of a ſmall family, whoſe miſtreſs 1 
lately viſited after a long illneſs.— Sir,” ſaid 
ſhe, © the girl who has jult left the room is a 
greater comfort to me than I can expreſs, — 
© She watches me with the affection of a 
© daughter, and the care of a nurſe. When 
© my complaints make me peeviſh, ſhe con- 
© trives ſomething to ſooth me. I often ob- 
© ſerve her taking pains to diſcover what would 
add to my comfort, and often am preſented 
© with the thing I wiſh for, before I expreſs it 
© in words. I live without ſuſpicion, fer I 
© perceive her to be confcientious even to ſcru- 
© puloſity :---my chief complaint is, that ſhe 
© takes ſo much care of me, that I cannot 
make her take ſufficient care of herſz1f, 


* Luke vii. a, g. 
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41 have obſerved,” ſaid I, * her attention 
© at church, as well as when waiting upon 
4 you.“ . 


My fervant,” continued ſhe, is a Chriſ- 
„tian, and, in my late diſtreſs, afforded me 
© her prayers as well as her tears. Her pa- 
© rents were too poor to give her any educa- 


© tion; but ſhe has taught herſelf to read, and 


© frequently reads the Scriptures tome, Now 
© and then, while ſhe is reading, her heart is 
© too full to be quite ſilent on the paſlage ; 
and then ſhe drops an expreſſion or two ac- 
© companied with fuch ſimplicity and meaning, 
© as bring to my mind thoſe words, I thant 
6 thee, O Father, Lord of heauen and earth, 
© that thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
$ pruden!, and haſt revealed them unto babes *,—— 
© In ſhort, I eſteem her one of the moſt va- 
© luable gifts I ever received from an indulgent 
Providence, and never could have ſuppoſed 
© that ſo much of my comfort depended on the 
© faithfulneſs and care of a poor ſervant,” 


After ſaying ſome things to encourage this 
Luke x. 21. 
worthy 
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worthy girl, as I paſted her in going away, I 
could not help ſaying alſo to myſe f, How 
© much better do theſe retired virtues deferve 
© recording, than thoſe ſplendid miſchiefs 
© which hiſtorians call up all their eloquence 
© to adorn: ” | 


But to return: Are you in proſperous cir- 
cumſtances? be careful leſt you forget Him 
who placed you in them; and leſt you abuſe 
theſe advantages to the diſhonour of your beit 
Friend. Often recollect that you keep your 
preſent ſtation only during his pleaſure; and 
conſider with pious Nehemiah, that every 
heart is in his hand, and every gift at his 
diſpoſal. 


And here, by the way, is another inſtance 
of a man who found that carthly buſineſs is 
never ſo well conducted as by heavenly wiſ- 
dom.— He had a moſt arduous undertaking 
before him, but, with God for his helper, he 
deſpaired not of ſucceſs. He requeſted his 
maſter that he might be permitted to purſue 
his undertaking, but ſecretly looked to God 

„ alone 
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alone for the anſwer he was to receive: 
while he preſented wine to the King, he wor- 


ſhipped a greater King; even one who, he 


knew, turns the hearts of kings as the rivers of 
water *,—Bitter enemies oppoſed him; but a 
man like Nehemiah always knows what to do 
with his enemies; he puts them into God's 
hand, while he walks wiſely and uprightly 
before them.—Admirable was his conduct, 


- when he found ſome whom they might call of 


his own ſect acting amiſs ; with an holy in- 
dignation he teſtified againſt their abuſes, 
though they were engaged with him in the 
ſame general deſign: he expeQed no ſucceſs 
but in the way of righteouſneſs, and in this 
way he found it. 


Let us thank God that he hath given ſuch 
examples as theſe for every ſtation in life, and 
then let us beg for grace to imitate them. 


Should your preſent ſtation be diſcouraging, 
truſt God, and act uprightly, and you ſhall 
ſucceed at length, even beyond your expecta- 


tions.—I may encourage every pious ſervant, 


as ELIsHA did the young man that ſerved 


Prov. xxi. 1. hi 
Im, 


1 | 


him, © Fear not: for they that be with us, are 
© more than they that be with them x. It was 
in a patient, faithful ſervice, under hard treat- 
ment, that Jacob found a Friend to plead his 
cauſe, which his maſter could not but notice. 
© ] have learned, ſaid Laban, © by experience, 
« that the Lord hath bl:ſſed me for thy ſake 4.— 
The bleſſing of Abraham was the portion of 
Jacob, and, we are aſſured, ſhall be equally 
the portion of every chriſtian, to the end of 
time; for, if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abra- 
ham's ſeed, and heirs according to the promiſe g. 


Read what a train of difficulties Joſeph had 
to encounter :—hated by his brethren; falſely 
accuſed by his miſtreſs; and impriſoned for 
his integrity.—Still, like the moon walking in 
brightneſs, he continued to ſhine through a 
diſaſtrous night; {ſecurely relying on him 
who cannot lie; and who promiſes to make 
all things work together for good, to them that 
love him g. | | 


AMiction is a ſchool in which a good man 
tearns not only to be wiſe, but in the end to 


* Kings vi. 16, + Gen, xxx. 27, f Gal. iii. 9. 
| Kom. viii. 88. * 


11 


be thankful. I have ſomewhere read of a poor 
ſervant or ſlave, who under great ſeverity, had 
fled from the worſt of maſters to the beſt.—I 
mean he had ſought reſt in the boſom of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the common friend of the weary and 
heavy laden. —This man was ſo impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of the benefits he had derived 
from his afflictions, that lying on his death 
bed, and ſeeing his maſter ſtanding by, he 
eagerly caught the hands of his oppreſſor, and 
kiſſing them, ſaid, © theſe hands have brought 
me to heaven.” 


In dark and perplexing caſes, ſtudy the hiſ- 
tories of Jacob, Foſeph, Nehemiah, Daniel, 
and other eminent characters who lived in dif- 
ficult ſervices; and learn from them to truſt, 
where you cannot trace the deſigns of Provi- 
dence.— If at any time, you are diſcouraged 
in your endeavours to pleaſe man, look to 
God;—He will accept the feebleſt ſervice 
done for his ſake :—He is eaſy to be pleaſed, 
though man is not.— He rends the rocks, but 
will not break a bruiſed reed®* He inhabits 
eternity, and he dwells alſo in the humble and 


the contrile heart . 
Iſa. xlii. 3. III. lvii. 25. 
A chriſ- 


= 


A chriſtian ſervant conſiders his work as 


appointed of God, though delivered to him by 


the hand of man; he is, therefore, found ſerv- 
ing God, in his worldly ſervice performing 
it, not only as in his ſight, but alſo as his will: 
and this ſoftens his yoke, and removes the 
. miſtake of his ſervice being a meanneſs or a 
drudgery; ſince he knows that it is both the 
honour and the joy of ANGELS to do their 
Lord's will, whether it be to cruſh an im- 
menſe army, like Sennacherib's*; or to wait 
upon a poor priſoner, like Peter +. 


One of the wiſeſt of the ancient Philoſo- 
phers, (who nevertheleſs lived and died in ſer- 
vice) obſerves, that © here, as in a Theatre, 
« every one of us has his proper part allotted 
« to him, nor ſhould we regard who is ap- 
« pointed to act the Prince or who the Beggar; 
„ who the Maſter or who the Servant; but 
« who ſhall perform his own part beſt.” And 
a wiſer than he exhorts, Art thou called being a 
© ſervant ? care not for it;“ (that is, it is a 
ſmall and momentary conſideration to one who 
bas ſuch yiews and hopes as a Chriſtian) © for 


* 2 Kings xix. 35. + Acts xli. 7. 
| « he 


N 
| 
F 
| 
| 
+1 
1 
| 
[| 
| 
4 


1 | 
© he that is called in the Lord, being a ſervant 
is the Lord's freeman *. 


It is alſo ſuch a ſervant's comfort to know, 
that whatever part or fervice he is appointed 
to perform, and whatever preſent diſcourage- 
ments he meets, his labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord g. He is a maſter who may raiſe 
vaſt expectations in the hearts of his ſervants, 
but he cannot diſappoint the leaſt. —The dying 
reflection of a ſervant of one of our Engliſh 


Kings, is full of inſtruction to us all in this 
reſpect;— ſtript in his old age of that honour 
and wealth to which he had been raiſed; and to 


which few ſubjects ever attained, he juſtly ex- 
claimed, « had I but ſerved my GoD as faith- 
« fully as I have ſervea my maſter, H would not 
« have forſaken me in my grey hairs \”? 


—— 


— 


HA FP. VIII. 


Walking in A ifdom towards them that are 
without . 


Suou LD it be ycur lot to dwell where 


diſorder and prophaneſs p:evail, and where 
your ſerious views nd ccn'cientious regard 


* 2 Co. vii. 2, 22, + 1 Cor, xv. 8. 
| to 
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to God and his word may be ſcorned; be in 

nething terrified by your adverſaries : which is 

to them an evident token of perdition ; but to you 

of ſalvation, and that of God. For to you it is 

given in behalf of Chriſt, not only to believe on 
| him, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake*, 


Endeavour alſo to derive inſtruction even 
from ſuch ſcenes as theſe; (for every place is 
a ſchool to the wiſe) obſerve how every thing 
proves the value of religion: —ſee how man 
ſinks into ru'n and wretchedneſs as he forſakes 
his God:—obſerve in what a variety of ways 
the corruption of nature breaks out, particu- 
larly in the tongue, that world of iniquity t; 
mark how vile a ſlavery fin is; and how 
degraded a charafter every man becomes who 
lives under its dominion.—Forgetting God 
(like the Prodigal) he forgets himſelf; wan- 
ders on, committing outrages againſt every 
thing ſacred and ſerious. Obſerve alſo that 
theſe very outrages (like the ravings of a poor 
lunatick againſt his friends and his remedies) 
ſhew not only, the'pitiable condition in which 
he lies; but may ſerve alſo to remind you of 

* x Phil, i. 29. 7 James iii. 6. 
| the 
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the ak of that relief and cure which the goſ- 
pel affords—a remedy which the unhappy 
ſcoffer ſo much deſpiſes, and ſo much needs. 
You know that you bring him back to a Fa- 
ther; you feel that it would bring him to 


bin 


Need I add here, that ſuch a wretched ſtate 
of things is a conſtant occaſion of gratitude to 
a Chriſtian for his own deliverance ; and 
ſhould teach him continually to cry, © what 
© ſhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits*.” 
and how ſhall I beſt recommend theſe bene- 
fits to others. On this ſubjec̃t permit me to 
drop a few hints, 


In whatever circumſtances you live, endea- 
vour to do all the good you can with the leaſt 
narm: and to this end, be careful that the 
face of your prefeſſion be as ſober and amia- 
ble as poſſible; like the Pſalmiſt when he 
fard, *<T will behave myſel{ wis El v in a perfeft 
ay +.” There is a crude or unripe fort of 
piety, which, indeed, ought not to be miſtaken 
for hypocriſy, but is ſo like it, that * mif- 
take 1 is eaſily made. 


Pf. cxvi. 12, + pl. < +. 
2 | The 


1 
The following account given me by one 
whom, from the frankneſs of his acknowledg- 
ments, I ought to call Hox Es Tus, will ſuffi- 
eiently explain what I mean. 


Though, at my firſt ſetting out in reli- 
© gion, ſaid he, I was fincere in the main, I 
© was yet ſo enthuſiaſtical and conceited, ſo 
© harſh and untractable, that my moſt candid 
© acquaintance ſcarcely knew what to make 
© of me. I miſtook a ſtiff and whimſical ſin- 
© gularity for chriſtian ſimplicity; little ſuſ- 
© pecting the temper which lurked under it. 
When I had been rude, I called it faithful- 
© neſs; and when ſuffered for my raſhneſs or 
© imprudence, I ſuppoſed it was for righte- 
© ouſneſs ſake :—other Chriſtians met perſecu- 
© tion, but I invited it :!—others left the 
© world, but I guarrelled with it.—So little | 
did I conſider the time and place for ſerious 
© things, and introduced them in ſo ſtrange 
Sand improper a way, that when I tried to 
© make my friends ſerious, I often provoked 
© them to ſmile,” 


F © Theſe 
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© Theſe miſtakes,” ſaid he, © while they took 
© away all weight from my character, occa- 
© ſtoned diſguſt at other things in me, which 
« were ſcriptural and praiſe-worthy, and made 
© me rather a hindrance to the cauſe of reli- 
© gion than a help.— For while I juſtly la- 
© mented the errors of thoſe I lived with, I 
. © forgot that I, in ſome meaſure, promoted 
© the very errors I lamented: I conſidered 
© not that for want of mixing good ſenſe with 
good things, I myſelf became a fort of argu- 
© ment for their vanity and extravagance.— 
© Were they checked at any time on theſe ac- 
© counts, they immediately cried, « What! 
« would you adviſe us to imitate HoNEs- 
« rus?“ 

> 

Thoſe who have the cauſe of true religion 
at heart, cannot but be grieved when they ſee 
it thus miſrepreſented ; and that, not only by 
deſigning hypocrites, but by men, who like 
 HonesTvs really mean well. Chriſtianity is 
indeed plain, but not rude ; ſimple, but not ab- 
ſurd; mortified, but not moroſe. If the Chriſ- 
tian is a pilgrim and a ſtranger upon earth *, 


* Heb. xi. 13- 
2 | he 
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he is alſo (like Abraham among the ſons of 
Heth *) to be a wiſe and an amiable ſtranger. 
He ſhould be too /imple to fall into affecta- 
tion; too real a character, to act a part; 
and too well acquainted with the evil of of- 
fences , to raiſe them unneceſſarily. In a 
word, when he faſts, he is not to be as the hypo- 
crites, of a ſad countenance : for they disfigure 
their faces, that they may appear unto men ta 
Faſt : on the contrary he is to anornt his head 
and waſh his face, that he may not appear unta 
man to faſt, but unto his Father which is in ſe- 
cret; that his Father, which ſeeth in ſecret may 
reward him openly t. 


While I am labouring to remove blemiſhes 
from the face of your holy profeſſion, let me 


warn you to be careful, leſt in your zeal for 


ſome truths, you ſeem to flight others. Main- 
tain the truth, but let it be the whole truth; 
leſt you ſtrengthen the prejudices of thoſe you 
would ſerve, againſt the truth. For inſtance, 
if you find any of your fellow- ſervants diſpoſed 
to attend to ferious converſation, but igno- 
rantly building upon their own merits for ac- 


* Gen, xxiii. + Matt. xviii, 17. 7 Matt, vi. 16.—1 8. 
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ceptance with God; take care that you do not 
confirm them in their error, by a raſh, crude, 
or unſcriptural oppoſition, Let them ſee that 
you are not only zealous in good works, but 
zealous for them, when they are not made 
the foundation of a ſinner's hope. No real 
Chriſtian, indeed, ever meant to ſpeak of faith 
to the prejudice of holineſs, or to ſet up juſtifi- 
cation on the ruins of regeneration; and yet I 
have heard ſome talk as if they did, and 
have obſerved, that their injudicious manner 
of treating the ſubject, only tended to confirm 
the blindneſs of thoſe they intended to en- 
lighten. | 


Above all, when you treat of religious ſub- 
jects, avoid paſſionate or rude expreſſions, not 
only becauſe they are a diſgrace to your pro- 
ſeſſion, but alſo becauſe they will defeat your 


very deſign, for the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteouſneſs of God *. 


Whenever you are called to give an ac- 
count of your religious profeſſion, or of any 
particular ſtep which you are obliged to take 
for conſeience ſake; endeavour to commend 


* James i. 20. 
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yourſelf to the conſcience alſo of the enquirer 
by the manner of your reply. — The ſeripture 
which teaches us to be ready to anſwer ſuch 
enquiries, charges us alſo to do it with meek- 
neſs and fear *, 


ELIz A found ſhe could be ſpared at no 
time on the Sunday to attend the public wor- 
ſhip of God, and therefore felt it her duty to 
ſeek another place. — The lady ſhe lived with, 
queſtioned her about this ſtep; ELIZA was 
humble, and naturally backward to ſpeak, but 
being preſſed to open her mind, ſhe plain!y 
ſtated what ſhe felt :—ſuch as her regard to 
God's command—the benefit ſhe had found 
in attending his houſe—the value of the ſoul 
the awful approach of eternity and the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of the time allotted 
her to prepare for it. —She mentioned alſo 
« the exceeding great love of her maſter and 
« only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in dying for her, 
« and the innumerable benefits -obtained 
« thereby.” 


But what more particularly leads me to 
+ 1 Pet, iii. xv. 
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1 
mention this caſe, is the chriſtian- like ſpirit 
with which her zeal was attended. 


© You ſeem to be very ſincere,” ſaid the 
lady, and I cannot but reſpect your piety, 
© but on many accounts, I ſhould not chuſe to 
© alter the rules of my family.” 


© Madam,” replied ELIZA, © though I am 
© obliged to leave you, I hope I ſhall ne- 
© yer forget the many kindneſſes I have re- 
© ceived. In many things you have treated 
© me more like a mother, than like a miſtreſs, 
I can truly ſay that your favour is more to 
© me, than any, except God's.— But He tells 
© me that I have a ſoul which muſt be faved or 
© loft for ever: I find I cannot live without 
© hope, and I can have no hope but in his ways. 
may He abundantly bleſs you and your fa- 
© mily, while I truſt Him to provide for me.” 


As I have been ſpeaking throughout this 
chapter to ſuch only as make a ſerious profeſ- 


ſion, I hope that what has been ſaid will be 


ſufficiently plain to them, 
| And 


1 

And may the miſtakes I have mentioned, 
and many others which I have not room to 
notice, be far removed from your character, 
my chriſtian friends! Inſtead of ſuch doubtful 
appearances, do all things without murmurings 
and diſputings : that ye may be blameleſs and 
harmleſs as the ſons of God, without rebuke, in | 
the mid/t of a crooked and perverſe nation, among 
whom I pray earneſtly that ye may ſhine as 
lights in the world *. 


CHAP. IX, 
Scriptures collected and applied. 


10 aſſiſt you in the nobleſt of all aims, I 
ſhall, in this chapter, collect together thoſe 
paſſages of ſcripture which were written for 
your particular uſe. You will have them here 
in one view, and at hand; and I with you to 
get them by heart, as infallible rules for your 
conduct and comfort. It will be profitable 
alſo for you often to reflect upon them as part 
of the very profeſſion you make among men. 


Phil. ii. 14, 25» 
It 
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It is as if you ſaid to the reſt of mankind, 


chiſe ye whom ye will ſerve : but as for us, we 
are the followers of one who, to the greateſt 


promiſes hath connected the following com- 
mands, and which, as his diſciples we receive 
as our rules of action. Servant, be obedient to 


them that are your Maſters according to the fleſh, 


with fear and trembling; in ſingleneſs of your 
heart, as unto Chrift : not with eye ſervice, as 
men pleaſers, but as the fervants of Chrift ; do- 
ing the will of God from the heart : with good 
will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to 
men : knowing that whatſoever good thing any 
man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free. Eph. vi. 5,—8. 


Again, let as many ſervants as are under the 
yoke, count their own Maſters worthy of all ho- 
nour; that th. name of God, and his doftrine 
be not blaſphemed. And they that have believ- 
ing Maſters, let them not deſpiſe them, (i. e. 
pay them leſs reſpect) becauſe they are brethren ; 


but. rather do them ſervice, becauſe they are 


faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit : 
theſe things teach and exhort, 
A high 
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A high expectation in entering the houſa, 
even of a believing maſter is often the fore- 
runner of diſappointment : and a high ſpirit 
will not only diſorder any houſe, but after- 


ward vent itſelf in complaints, and multiply 
ſcandals. 


MarTHA called upon me in trouble, and 
out of place; and Icould plainly perceive even 
from her own account, how much her trou- 
bles aroſe from her miſcondutt.—-She had 
haſtily left a former ſervice (where ſhe en- 
Joyed every reaſonable privilege,) in order to 
enter the houſe of a wealthy citizen, where 
her own religious views were embraced. 
MaRTHA had newly taken up a profeſſion 
of religion, but had not learned much more 
than half her leflon.—She needed the advice 
given in pages 10 and 11 about changing 
places: and though ſhe was zealous for ſome 
ſcriptures, ſhe had overlooked others, parti- 
cularly ſuch as I am collecting in this chapter. 


MARTHA had, indeed, read that, if any ſeem 
to be religious, and bridle not his tongue, ſuch 
a man's religion is vain*; yet the defects ſhe 

® James i. 26. 
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ſaw in the family (and what family is free from 
defects?), ſhe ſcrupled not to cenſure both at 
home and abroad. —Inſtead of charitably co- 
vering, or patiently healing any diforder, ſhe 
thoughtleſsly inflamed it: and where humi- 
lity would have been ſilent, or where tender- 
neſs would have contrived an apology, ſhe was 
too ready to accuſe, and eager to relate. —She 
expected many allowances in ſuch a houſe, 
but made few; with great imperfections her- 
ſelf, ſhe wondered to find them in others; 
and while ſhe complained that the goſpel was 
not more adorned in a profeſſing family, ſhe 
forgot that one of its chief ornaments is 4 
meek and quiet ſpirit ++ 


Did MARTHA mean, that the “ name of 
« God and his doctrine ſhould be blaſphemed” 
by all this ?—Certainly not. —But why did 
ſhe not conſider to what ſuch a conduCt as 
her's muſt lead ? 


J would fain hope that this character is 
not very common, but knowing that it really 
exiſts, I could not but point out the evil of it. 
Is MarTHa, after all, a Chriſtian ?—Many 

+ 1 Pet. iii. 4. « 
will 
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will doubt it: —it would be well if ſhe doubt- 
ed it herſelf: certain it is, that if ſhe be one, 
the farther ſhe advances in Chriſtianity, the 
more bitterly will ſhe lament her preſent miſ- 
takes, 


Let us return again to the words of the 
apoſtle, recollecting what he adds to thoſe laſt 
quoted, if any man teach otherwiſe and conſent 
not to wholeſome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the docbrine which is 
according to Godlineſs, he is proud, knowing 
nothing. 1 Tim. vi. 1—4, | 


E xhort ſervants to be obedient to their 
own maſiers, and to pleaſe them well in all 
things : not anſwering again, not purloining, 
but ſhewing all good fidelity, that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 
Tit. ii. 9, 10. 


If others ſay, I am diſpoſed to act well, 
© when lam TRE ATED well,” a Chri/{iqnſhould 
recollect, that the conduct above-mentioned is 
enjoined, not only to the good and gentle, but 
alſo to the froward. For this is thank-worthy, 
if a man for conſcience ſake toward God endure 
grief, ſuffering wrongfully, For what glry 


is 
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is it, if when ye be buffeted for your faul!s ye 
fall take it patiently ? but, if when ye do well, 
and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
acceptable with God : for even hereunto were ye 
called. 1 Pet. ii. 18,—21. | 

. Bear with me then, my chriſtian friends, 
while in love I warn you to reflect, that if, 
| Inſtead of regarding this your profeſſion, any 
one of you ſhould leave the parlour with 
murmurs: —if he ſhould enter among his 
fellow-ſervants with angry and reproachful 
expreſſions when his will is croſſed, or his 
conduct blamed :—if he ſhould flight the fa- 
mily worſhip becauſe it may not be conducted 
exactly to his taſte:—if he ſhould make light 
of a ſtated agreement or contract, or forget 
that the inordinate love of money is the root of 
all evil*, and prepares the heart for every 
thing that is mean and falſe ;—if he ſhould be 
found waſting, or making away with that 
which is entruſted to his care, and employing 
a ſecrecy in it which proves the guilt :—in a 
word, if he ſhould not be diſtinguiſhed from 
other ſervants by his regard to the ſcriptural 
rules I have juſt mentioned, upon what ground 
are they to take him for a Chriſtian ? and how 


* xz Tim. vi. 1% } 
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is the doctrine of God our Saviour to be 
adorned or recommended by him ? 

I afteQtionately intreat you alſo to reflect, 
how awful the caſe, if any of you ſhould thus 
become their ſtumbling block or lead them 
to fuppoſe that Chriſtianity is rather a name or 
notion that puffs up its poſſeſſors, than that 
holy religion which the ſcriptures deſcribe !— 
I fay, reflect how awful it is, for a chriſtian 
profeſſor thus to become a witneſs againſt 
Chriſtianityz and an aſſiſtant to the God of 
this world in blinding the minds of them me 
believe not x. 

Here methinks I hear a ſineere lover of the 
truth (ay, © I fee more clearly the nature of 
© my calling than I once did; and I feel that F 
© alſo have made miſtakes by not keeping my 
© eye more ſtrictly upon ſcripture rules.—1 
< perceive I ſhall do nothing right, but as I ſet 
© the Lord always before me 4, doing ſervice unts 
© Him, and not merely to man; and looking 
© unto HI for that which I am to receive. 
I plainly fee that many things, which others 
allow themſelves in, are quite contrary to 
© my profeſſion. If they are not faithful in 

* 2 Cor, iv, 3 + Pf, xvi. 8. 
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© the ſmalleſt things, —if they are diſpoſed to 
© pleaſe only when they are pleaſed, —I am 
called to follow and imitate my heavenly 
* Maſter, taking up his croſs, and ſuffering 
© patiently, though it be wrongfully, as He 
© did before me.—lt is but a little while that 
© I can either ſuffer or ſerve—a little while, 
© and a poor ſervant ſhall reign with CHRIST. 
© —Let me then ſeek to glorify Him more in 
my appointed ſtation, and only opportunity. 
© And may my coming ſo ſhort, even in my 
© beſt endeavours, lead me to rely more ſimply 
© and intirely on his merits and mediation 
© who took upon him the form of a ſervant ; 
© by whoſe obedience alone many are made 
© righteous, and by whoſe poverty alone any 
© can become rich. | 
Let me encourage ſuch a true diſciple of 
Chriſt by conſidering what a teſtimony ſuch 
a conduct, as the ſcriptures abovementioned 
recommend, muſt leave in every family where 
it is really found. Men often laugh and ſcoff 
at a Chriſtian, when their conſciences are ſe- 
cretly pierced with the truth of his profeſſion : 
They are more goaded by truth than they 
chuſe to confeſs.— Few, indeed, are fo har- 
fs FEY | dened 
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dened in ignorance and ſin, but, at one time 
or other, they are ready to cry, © Let me die 
© the death of the righteous ! Let my laſt end be 
© /ike his u. Nor is any ftation fo low and 
contracted, nor any proſpe&s ſo unpromiſing. 
as to forbid us to hope for ſucceſs by a patient 
continuance in well doing +. For God, who 
works by inſtruments, often glorifies his 
power by employing ſuch as men deſpiſe ; 
and when HE pleaſes to work by ſuch, nothing 
can prevent the execution of his defign. 

NAAMAN, Captain of the haſt of the King of 
Syria, was a great man with his maſler, but 
he was a leper. And the Syrians had gone out 
by companies, and had brought away captive out 
of the land of Hrael a little maid, and ſhe waited 
on Naaman's wife : and ſhe ſaid unto her miſtreſs, 
© Would to God my lard were with the prophet 
© that is in Samaria! for he would recover him 


© of his leproſy}. 

Now, from the ſimple report of this little 
captive, what ſurpriſing conſequences fol- 
lowed !-—The report is carried to her Lord: 
the King of Syria ſends in behalf of his 
favourite officer to the King of Iſrael; and 

Num. xxiii. 10. +, Rom. ii. 2. f 2 Kings v. 1—3. 
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Naamean goes to the Prophet. —He is firſt led 
{and that by one of his ſervants) to ceaſe from 
his reaſonings an e divine appointment :—he 
then ſubmits to. it: — he receives health ;—he 
acknowledges the true God :—he gives HIM 
glory; and becomes a monument to all gene- 
rations of the > mighty effects which that God 
ſometimes pleaſes to Fa by a A 8 
report. 

Let me add here, that 1 have found Naaman 
to be not the only leper recovered by ſuch a 
report.—I have known a more deſperate le- 
proſy than his, bealed in a ſimilar way. 
have ſeen, among other + inſtances I could 
name, one of the moſt abandoned Youths I 
ever knew, induced, by the patient example 
and affectionate perſuaſion of his father's ſer- 
vant, to turn his eyes to the Fountain opened 
for fn* in the Goſpel :—a man whem the 
Youth had before long ſcorned and inſulted, 
becauſe, like Gain, his own works were evil, 
and his brother*s righteous t. | 


Fear nothing, therefore, ſtanding in your 
appointed ſtation, and in a right ſpirit ; nor 
on any account, let thine heart envy fiuners, 

* Zech, xiii, 4, + John iii. 12. 
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in their momentary blaze: but be thou in the 
fear of the Lord all the day long; for fureily 
there is an end, and thine expectation ſhall not be 
cut off *,— The higheſt and happieſt ambition 
of a rational creature is to ſtand waiting for 
that commendation, © Well done, thou good and 
© fanthful ſervant ! thou haſt been faithful over 
© @ few things ; I will make thee ruler over many 
© things : enter thou into the Jov OF TRY 
©LoRD .' \ | 


CHAP 
The Unconverted addreſſed. 


A S a Chriſtian Miniſter. and Friend, T 
muſt not forget thoſe ſervants who, though of 
very different deſcriptions, are yet, at preſent, 
deſtitute of true religion :—that religion the 
principles and ſpirit of which I have ſtated, 
and the diſciples of which I have deſeribed. 
Such may have read this addreſs thus far, and 
ouzht by no means to find it concluded, with- 
out a ſpecial regard to their caſe :—a caſe, in- 
deed, which their Miniſter cannot but regard 

Prov. xxili- 17, 18. + Matt, xxv. 1. 


G 3 with 


6-8-3 
with the tendereſt compaſſion, and therefoge 
he adds a few reflections for their particular 
conſideration and uſe.— Bleſſed be God, our 
religion not only commands us to love thoſe 


who differ wo us, but it influences us to do 
it! 


And ſuch I would affebtionately intreat to 
examine, whether what ſhall be here addreſſed, 
be not the plain declaration of God's holy 
word, quite apart from matters of private 
opinion, or doubtful diſputation.— All I wiſh 
for, is to call your attention to your Bible 
to bring forward what God has ſo repeatedly 
faid, and what your heart, and mine too, is ſo 
unhappily diſpoſed to forget. 

Let me alſo intreat you to be wiſe in time; 
For the greater part of mankind are cut off, 
before they begin to think ferioully :—they die 
avithout wiſdom* becauſe they die without 
taking warning.—Like that Senator, who, as 
he went to the aſſembly, had an account put 
into lis hand by ſome friend, of a conſpiracy 
formed againſt his life; he was, however, too 
much engaged to attend to it, and therefore 
put it, for the preſent, into his pocket. He 
Job iv. 214 | N 
intended 
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intended to read it the firſt opportunity, but 
was ſtabbed before that opportunity came, 

It is under ſuch an anxiety that I now put 
this paper into your hand. There is, indeed, 
a conſpiracy formed againſt your Life; yea, 
againſt the deareſt part of man, your Soul; 
which is very ſoon to enter an aſſembly com- 
poſed of all nations, tongues, and people, ſtanding 
before GoD, THE JUDGE OF ALI. In the 
way, an Adverſary* lies in wait to give a fatal 
ſtab to its everlaſting happineſs ; Sin poiſons 
the dagger in his hand; and a eareleſs unbe- 
lieving ſtate of mind affords him opportunity: 
In ſach circumſtances, ſhall I ſcruple to 
warn you in the plaineſt terms?—Gad forbid! 
— My ſilence would hazard my own ſafety. 
I cannot forget what was. once ſaid to a Mi- 
niſter, * / thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 
© wicked from his way, that wicked man ſhall 
© die in his iniquity, but his bload * I require 
* at thine hand +.” 

The intereſts, therefore, of your Soul are 
your deareſt intereſts. You will forget the 
| loſs of all other things, but this loſs will be 

irreparable: in loſing this, all will be loſt. 
* x Pet. v. 8. I Ezck. xxxiii. 8. 
2 For 
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For what ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhould gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own Soul? Or 
what ſhall a man give in exchange for his 
Soul x? 

Prefumptuous minds, Blinded by the god of 
this world t, may, indeed, ſeek to overwhelm 
every conſideration of this kind with Scoffs 
and Ribaldry, and try to harden themſelves 
and others againſt the evil day, by the worſt 
of all hopes, namely, that God is not to be be- 
lieved. But this deſperate conduct can make 
no alteration whatever as to the things de- 
ſpiſed ;—the awful FAcTs remain: —Time 
flies apace ; Eternity approaches, whether 
we prepare for it or not;—and God is not a 
man, that he ſhould lie; nor the fon of man, 

that he ſhould repent t. He hath declared his 
purpoſe : He hath warned us of our danger : 
He hath pointed out our remedy: it is his 
perfection that He cannot change, or deny 
himſelf; and, therefore, he calls upon us to 
change; that is, to turn to him, and live g. 
Buch as think to avoid a danger by turning 
their eyes from it, have been well compared to 


that filly bird, who, when cloſely purſued, 


Mark viii. 7. +2 Cor. iv. 4. f Num. xxiii. 19. 
| 36; 87. Eck. xviil, 855 
thruſts 
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thruſts his head into the fand or a thicket ; 
and, becauſe he does not ſee his purſuers, 
vainly hopes that they have loſt fight of him. 

But Wiſdom crieth without, How long, ye 
ſimple ones, will ye love fimplicity? and the 
ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge? Turn you at my reproof* Our 
wiſdom then conſiſts, not in ſhutting our eyes 
againſt a danger, but in opening them to diſ- 
cover a refuge, —Not in refuſing to hear the 
charge brought againſt ſin, ſaying with the 
wicked, © Tuſſ; thou, God caref not for it; 
but in humbly confeſſing the evil ;—ſubmit- 
ting to HIS account of it ;—and embracing 
the remedy HE hath provided againſt it. For 
all attempts to conceal or excuſe this evil are 
as vain, as they ate preſumptuous: it meets 
us in the Scriptures; in the Hiſtory of every 
age; in the Scenes of every day; and in our 
own Conſcienees, if they are not blind or 
ſeared. 

Man, indeed, may chuſe to make light of 
his guilt, but he ſhould recollect that he is not 
to be the JupG E. -A Criminal may plead for 
mercy; much more may he embrace it in 

_® Prov, i. 20—23- 
any 
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any way it is offered: but in what Court is 
he allowed to decide upon his peeRTs ? 
How the Governor of the univerſe ought 
to puniſh ſin, and what a government of infi- 
nite perfection, like his, requires, we (inſects 
as we are before Him) can form no right no- 
tions of, —lt is folly, and preſumption of the 
worſt kind, when wwe attempt to determine 
what HE ought to do.— There is but one way 
left for wiſdom to chuſe ; namely, where we 
cannot guide ourſelves, to accept of an infal- 
lible Guide: and what it is impoſſible we 
mould know without God, to come and learn 
God. When we look around us, and can 
ſee no other aſſurance of ſafety—no other pro- 
bable reſting-place for the ſole of our foot; 
ſurely it is our wiſdom then, to prepare for 
the worſt that can poſſibly happen, and to 
come and reſt on that foundation which he 
has laid in a REDEEMER®, * | 

Surely, I ſay again, if any conduct deſerves 
to be called wiſe, it muſt be that which ſhuns 
the danger HE: points out, and. embraces a 
method of ſafety which HE recommends: 
can Folly itſelf be more fooliſh, than to eg 
not only without his counſel, but aga77/t its 


+ Rom. ix. 33. 
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But what is this counſel ?—{for I am la- 
bouring to perſuade you to abide by none but 
his) W hat hath he ſaid to every one of us? 
AIs it not that he hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs *? 

—that we ſhould and ready to meet that day, 
becauſe it cometh when leaſt expected +; and, 
that it ſhall be me tolerable for Sodom and 
' Gomorrah in that day, than for thoſe who have 
lived under greater advantages and neglected 
them | {/—He, who is as 4 man taking a far 
Journey, and hath committed to every one his 
work Y, ſpeaks of a ſervant who ſhould ſay in 
his heart, © my Lord delayeth his coming, and 
accordingly purſues his evil courſe, equally 
regardleſs of God or man : but what is the 
conſequence? The Lord of that ſervant will 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and 
in an hour when he is not aware, aud will cut 


him in ſunder, and appoint hin his ao with 
the unbelievers . 


He farther aſſures us, that it is not enough 
that we have not been riotous or injurious, 
like the ſervant above :—He informs us, that 


Acts xvii. 1. + Matt. xxiv. 44 f Mark vi. 11. 
Mark xiii. 34. | Luke xii. 45, 46. | 


We 
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we have each a talent to improve; which you 
will find deſcribed at large in Matt. xxv.— 
You will there ſee another ſervant (which is 
every careleſs ſinner) coming and declaring 
that, after entertaining hard thoughts of his 
maſter's requirements, he had gone, in a ſort 
of deſpair, and hid his Lord's talent in the earth; 
Lo there,” ſays he, © thou haſt that is thine!” 
What followed this wretched excuſe, and 
what became of him whom our Lord calls a 
wicked and flothful ſervant, I (who would fain 
ſecure you from his end) intreat you to read; 
and, with it, that very awful, but inſtruQtive 
account of the great day which immediately 
follows it. | | 
To liſten, then, as this ſervant did, to our 
own vain thoughts, or to thoſe of our unbe- 
ieving companions, inſtead of attending to 
theſe gracious warnings of our Lord, is cer- 
tainly one of the moſt deſperate deluſions that 
ever entered the human heart.—* I ſhall do as 
well as others,” ſays a thoughtleſs creature; 
but ſhould he not firſt learn from the Judge 
of the whole earth what others are doing? 
Should he embark ſoul and body on the ocean 
| of 
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of Eternity upon ſuch a preſumption as this ? 
(a ſort of preſumption upon which he would 
ſcarcely riſk a ſhilling of his property) and, 
eſpecially, after being expreſsly charged, not 
by his Miniſter only, but by his S AVO, to 
© /irrve to enter in at the flrait gate * and aſ- 
ſured that © broad ts the way that leadcth to 
T deftruftion, and many there be that go in 
© thereat:* but that * narrow is the way which 


© leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it t? 


To reſcue you, therefore, from a world 
which lieth in wickedneſs t to prevent your 
committing a miſtake for which no remedy is 
provided in eternity and to awaken you to 
the purſuit of eternal life before the night 
cometh, when no man can work; I have 
brought forward theſe ſcriptures: and add my 


fervent prayers, that they may be accompanied 


with a divine bleſſing to your heart. 


® Luke xiii, 24. + Matt. vi. 13, 14. f 1 John v. 19, 
| | John ix. 4. 
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CHAP. XI. 
The . warned. 
A PIOUS writer of the laſt Century has 


ſome remarks ſo applicable to what has been 
ſaid, that I ſhall ſcleft and abridge a 8 
or two for your uſe. 

« Some,” ſays he, & are ſo carried away by 
« the ſtream of evil company, that when one 
and another is cut off, it does not daunt 
them, becauſe they ſee not whither their 
& companions are gone.—Little do they think 
« how ſuch are now lamenting the madneſs of 
« a careleſs ſtate.—In Luke xvi. the rich man 
« in hell would fain have had one ſent to warn 
his «hve brethren, leſt they ſhould come to that 
c place of torment.— Probably, he knew their 
* minds and lives, and knew that they were 
“ haſting thither, little uppoing that he was 
« there. 

« I remember being told of a man who was 
driving a flock of lambs upon a bridge over 
« the Severn; and ſomething hindering their 

« paſlage, one of the lambs leaped upon the 
g * | ; « wall 
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« wall of the bridge, and fell into the ſtream; 
« the reſt ſeeing him, one after another leaped 
« alſo over, and were drowned. Thoſe that 
« were behind little ſuſpected what became of 
« them which were gone before, but thought 
tc they might venture to follow their compani- 
c ons, Even fo it is with unconverted men; 
c one dieth by them, and falls into deſtruction, 
« and another follows; and yet they purſue 
„ the ſame courſe, not conſidering where 
« their companions are gone : but when death 
« hath once opened their eyes, and they ſee 
« what is on the other ſide of the wall, hat 
«© would they give to return!“ 

Moreover,“ continues he, © they have a 
« crafty and malicious enemy, whoſe principal 
« buſineſs it is to prevent their converſion, and 
« keep them quiet and ſecure*. And this he 
« attempts by perſuading them to diſbelieve 
c the ſcriptures ;-——or not to trouble their 
* minds with ſuch matters ;—or, by perſuad- 
« ing them to think ill of a godly life: and 
« that they may be ſaved without converſion; 
« and that there is no need of all this ſtir and 
« anxtety about it.— He will tell them that 

Luke xi. 21. 
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4 God is ſo merciful that there is no danger; 
« at leaſt that they may ſtay a little longer, 
and take their pleaſure, and follow the world 
« at preſent, and repent hereafter.— By ſuch 
« deluſions as theſe, Satan keeps them cap- 
« tives, and leads them to ruin.” 

But conſider, I pray you, what means this 
repentance hereafter, that ſo many are thus de- 
luded with? —Can they repent at any time 
without the grace of God ?—Are they likely 
to obtain that grace, who continue to neglect 
and deſpiſe it? - My concern for your ſafety 
obliges me to add, that nothing can be more 
expreſs than the declaration of our Judge, 
that there is a time approaching in which 
thoſe who have jet at nought his counſel, ſhall, 
indeed, call, but receive no anſwer *—O how 
many of them that are loſt, once vainly re- 
ſolved to repent hereafter / 

If, therefore, foals make a mack at Sin+, and 
if, more foali/h {till, they deſpiſe their only re- 
medy, turn from them to the voice of wiſdom 
and of God, in Proverbs, ch. i. for. there you 
will fee expreſly deſcribed, both the Cheratter 
and the End of ſuch men. | 


* Prov; i. 28, _ + Prov. xiv. 8. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. AL 
A Miniſter's Aim and E Aion. 


Such ſcriptures as have been mentioned, 
it is confeſſed, have a tendency to diſturb and 
wound thoſe who live in a careleſs and un- 
converted ſtate: they were, indeed, written 
with this very deſign: let ſuch, however, re- 
collect that faithful are the wounds of Friend. 

When your body is diſordered, you ſend for 
a phyſician or ſurgeon, and willingly ſubmit 
to whatever he preſcribes : you depend upon 
his (kill and integrity through, perhaps, a te- 
dious and painful operation, if, peradventure 
you may at length regain your health.—But 
what is the health of a dying body compared 
with the ſalvation of an immortal ſoul? Or 
who is that earthly phyſician, that may be truſt- 
ed like the heavenly one, whoſe advice we 
have heard ? | | 

Much more pleaſant is a Miniſter's work, 
in healing a broken heart, than in breaking a 
hard one.——To warn you of your danger, is, 
indeed, our duty, but to congratulate you on 


* Prov. xxvii. 16. | 
2 your 
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your ſafety would be our ey. We join the 
angels in rejoicing over a returning ſinner; 
and as we ſee you united to the flock of Chriſt, 
we are ready to cry, with the apoſtle, © hat 
is our hope, or joy, or crown of rioicing! 
Are not even ye in the preſence of our Lord 
* Feſus Chriſt at his coming! for ye are our 
gm and joy ® 

With what pleaſure was that jatter written 
(though writen in bonds) which was ſent by a 
Servant, returning like a new creature to his 
Maſter ?:“ I beſcech thee for my fon Oneſimus, 
« whom 1 have begotten in my bonds ; which in 
« tzme paſt was ta thee unprofitable z but now 
% profitable to thee, and to me. I hom I have 
« ſent again; ibu, therefore, receive him; that 
« 15 mine un bowels, He, perhaps, departed for 
« @ ſeaſon, that thou ſbouldſt recerve him for 
« ever as a brother beloved AAA him as 
ere. 

You ſee plainly here, for what a Miniſter: 
labours, and what is the proper effect of the 
Goſpel; and may He, who to meet our deep 
neceſſities, came down, and took upon him the * 
form of a ſervant}, and ſends by whom, and 
by 5 Theſ. ii. 39, 20. + Philew. 10.—17. f Phil. ii. 7. 

| . in 
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in what way he will, give ſucceſs to my en- 
deavours for your benefit! That receiving 
yourſelf the ineſtimable bleſſing of a ſaving 
converſion to God, you may become a bleſ- 
ſing to every family you live with. Let your 
prayers be united with mine to this end 
and be not diſcouraged becauſe you cannot 
pray as you would. — Pray as you can. — God 
| laoketh not at the expreſſion, but at the heart; 
and hath declared that be ig nigh unto all them 
thirt call upon him *. — The ſcriptures you read 
will furniſh you with- both matter and lan- 
guage for prayer, an example of which 1 * 
leave you at the concluſion. 

I convinced of your ſad ſtate in wth 
een from the beſt of Fathers, and if tired, 
like the Prodigal, of its ſlavery, you are deſi- 
rous to return, remember how graciouſly our 
Lord invites a/l that labour and are beavy la- 
den, to come unto him for re/t+; declaring 
that he will in ue wiſe caſt out him that comes 43 
that his blood ſhall cleanſe ſuch from the 
GUILT of Sin, and his Spirit deliver them 
from the POWER of it, and that he will freely 
give this holy ſpirit to them that aſk him F. 
f. cxlv. 18. + Matt. xi. 28, f Jobnvi. gp. Luke xi. 19. 
As 
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As his Servants and Witneſſes upon earth, we 
are bound to declare theſe. truths and to declare 
them with firmneſs on the authority of his 
WORD -e can ſpeak of them alſo from our 
own EXPERIENCE,—we have been in your 
condition—we were convinced of our danger 
ve advanced upon the credit of his truth. 
our proſpects brightened as we advanced 
and the more we know of Religion and its Au- 
thor, the more we feel and admire its evi- 
dence and importance: — can we then help 
adopting the words of the apoſtle (though in a 
humbler ſenſe) © That which we have ſeen and 
© heard, declare we unto you, that ye may have 
© fellowſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip 
© is with the Father, and with his ſon Feſus 
© Chriſt : and theſe things write we unto you, 
© that your joy may be full x. 
It is inadvancing, that you may expect the 
ſame increaſing conviction; for a Chriſtian's 
evidence grows wit his experience. — le that 
believeth on the ſon of God, hath the witneſs m 
himſelf +; and in his time and meaſure ſhall 
be enabled to reſiſt every temptation to Apoſ- 
tacy with the holy. confidence of that faithful 


1 John i. 3, 4. + 1 John v. 10. 
Y « ſervant®, 


i diſciple of St. 


E 
ſervant*, who when urged to ſave his life by 
reviling his Maſter, replied, « Eighty and ſix 
« years have I ſerved CuRISTH, and never re- 
© ceived any thing but kindneſs from him: how 
e then can I now blaſpheme my KING and my 
« SAVIOUR ?” 


* Polyeca biſho of Smyrna, ſuppoſed to have been 
ws: E and 4 perſon meant by the An- 
gel of the church in Smyrna. Rev. ii. 8.— He ſuffered abou 
the year 167. 


— 
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A PRAYER. 


Aur Y God. who dwuelleſt in the 
high and holy place, with him alſo that is poor, 
and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at thy 
word: mercifully attend lo the cry of a poor 
| ſinner who deſires to approach thee in the nams 
and mediation of thy Son Feſus Chriſt. 
1 am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, 
for 1 have finned againſt Heaven and in thy 
fight :— God be merciful io me a finner 
But who is God like rents thee, pardoning 
iuigquity, tramſg reſſon, and fin . Thou delight- 
eſt in merey; Thou haſt often called, when. 1 
baue refuſed :-+T how now cryeſt in my heart, 
turn ye, for why will ye die! Turn thou me, 
2 od 


. 
O Lord, and 1 fhall be turned e ni, and 1 
ſhall be healed; —fay unto" my foul, © 1 am thy 
© ſalvation.” 

Glory to thy holy name, that when I forgot 
thee, thou didſt remember me, and till ſaideſt, 
© ſeek ye my face ;—pour upon me now thy pro- 
miſed Sprrit of grace and ſupplication, and 
Incline my heart to reply, thy face, Lord, will 
I ſeek !—Yea, I will ſeek thee with my whole 
heart; for bleſſed is the man whom thou chcoſoſt, 
and cauſeſt lo apgroachi unto thee.——Remember 
me, therefore, O Lord, with the favour that 
thou ' beareſt unto thy people O viſit me with 
thy ſalvation; that 1 tay ſee the good of thy 
cheſen. 

Let the ſpirit tak lead: me into all truth : 
ns ſo open the eyes of my underſtanding, that I 
may ſavingly underſtand the ſcriptures ; and find 
that Wiſdom which doth 20 to them that 


have it. 


And ſince thou 100 given eternal liſe ſo freely, 
and declared this life 4e be only in thy Sox; 
grant that I may not be of them that draw back 

unto perdition, but of them that believe to the 
ſaving of the ſoul that my truſt may be 
n in the Lord, my Redeemer: yea, God 
| | 2 
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forbid, that 1 ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! Give me Reft through 
his Labour; — Health from his Wounds ;— 
and Life by his Death. 


Grant alſo, O my heavenly Father, that 7 
may know what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power in them that believe. Let thy Spirit be 
a living ſpring in my heart, ſpringing up unte 
everlaſting life Make me a living branch in 
the true Vine, that I may bring forth much fruit 
to thy glory,—May I feel the 7oy of the Lord 
to be my firength; and find in every trial his 
Grace ſufficient for me. 

O that thou wouldeſt bleſs me indeed, in ſend- 
ing theſe thy promiſed mercies ! and that thine 
hand may be with nie in my ſtation, keeping me 
from the evils and temptations which attend 
it. 8% me, and make me a 'bleſſmg to 
thoſe I ſerve, to thoſe that ſerve with me, and 
all my relations. 

As a ſervant enable me to walk before thee; 
acting as in thy fight; and ſerving Thee, while 
I ſerve thoſe thou haſt placed over me.—Bleſs, 
O Lord, the Family in which I live, and help 
me to walk alſo before them with ( humility 
of mind; with truth and ſoberneſs ; diligence and 


patience 
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patience; dg to others as I would they ſhould 
do unto me, that I may adorn the doctrine of 
God my Saviour in all things. 

As a poor Pilgrim, travelling from time to 
eternity help me to wall by faith, and not by 
fight As my Day is, let my ſtrength be. 
fhew me the path wherein I ſhould walk, for 1 
lift up my ſoul unto thee, and held thou me up in 


it, and I ſhall be fare. 


As a helpleſs and dying worm, to thom 


fall I go but unto thee? | Thou haſt the words 


of eternal life; Thou haſt promiſed all I 
want; nor can I let thee go, except thou bleſs me. 


Graciouſly protect me while I live; ſupport 


me when I come to die; ſave, O fave me 
from the worm that never dieth ! arid bring me, 
through the merits of my Redeemer to that 


et which remaineth for the people of God. 


In his name, and for his ſake alone, I aſk 
theſe mercies, to whom, with Thyſelf, and 
the Holy Spirit, be all . and glory, 


world without end. Ane, . 4 | 
＋ * Fd ; 
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